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Welcome! We’re glad you’re here! Our vision as a church is to reflect God’s glory as the Gospel
of Jesus Christ transforms us, enabling us to show his gracious rule through all our endeavors.
That’s our reason for gathering today: to honor God’s work in our lives together. Whether that’s
your reason for being here or not, we hope that our time together will be refreshing and cordial. If
you have children age three and under, you can use the nursery in the back of the sanctuary, or
keep them with you if you prefer. And consider yourself invited to stay for coffee and
conversation after the service.

Please silence your cell phones.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KingOs Day CelebratiorD Today at 1:00 pm we will be served a meal, exchange gifts, and enjoy a nice
program presented by a number of our youth. Our seniors are our cherished guests of honor! All able
bodied people are asked to help convert the sanctuary to a fellowship hall after today’s service (and back
afterwards).

Surveyor, Winter Term D Surveyor (starting January 13th) is our midweek, Wednesday evening,
Christian education program where we enjoy a family style meal at 6PM followed by classes at 7 PM for
all ages. Rev. Lewis will be leading an adult study in the book of II Thessalonians. More can be found in
the brochures in the information stand.

MomOs GroupThis group for mom’s and their kids will begin in January. We hope this will be a great
informal gathering to invite friends and neighbors to. We’ll start off meeting at the home of Alyssa Grant
every other Friday at 9:30am. As the weather gets better we can move to parks, zoo trips, etc. Please get a
hold of Jerilee Costa if you’d like be emailed about when and where this group will meet monthly. 503-
860-3585 or jerilee.costa@gmail.com.

Wednesday Home GroupWe’ll take a break during the holiday season, and meet again in January.

Nursery Volunteers.Please consider joining these folks in caring for our little ones during worship. If you
would like to serve in this way, contact Alyssa Grant (algael@gmail.com, 503-524-7030).

Dec. 27 Alyssa Grant

Jan. 3 Paige Ueltschey

Jan. 10 Nathan Jaques & Benjamin Lewis
Jan. 17 Sarah McGuire

Jan 24 Alyssa Grant

Jan 31 Jerilee Costa

°y
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Please recycle this bulletin as you exit.
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THE WORD
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PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 68:3233
20 kingdoms of the earth, sing to God;

sing praises to the Lord,
33 to him who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens.



Joy To The World (Trinity Hymnal p. 195)
Text: Isaac Watts | Music: George Frederick Handel
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Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN
| John 1: 8, 10

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us... If we say we have
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

CONFESSION OFSIN

Jesus, forgive my sins. Forgive the sins that I remember, and the sins I have forgotten. Forgive
my many failures in the face of temptation, and those times when I have been stubborn in the
face of correction. Forgive the times I have been proud of my own achievements, and those
when I have failed to boast in your works. Forgive the harsh judgments I have made of others,
and the leniency I have shown myself. Forgive the lies I have told to others, and the truths 1
have avoided. Forgive me the pain I have caused others, and the indulgence I have shown
myself. Jesus, have mercy on me and make me whole. Amen.

(Silent confession)

ASSURANCE OFFORGIVENESS
I John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

OFFERING AND DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING
Genesis 8:1- 19

' But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the
ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. > The fountains of the
deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, 3
and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end of "*° days the waters had abated,
* and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the
mountains of Ararat. > And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth
month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.

% At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made ’ and sent forth
a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. ® Then he sent forth a
dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground. ’ But the dove
found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the
face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with
him. '° He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. '' And the
dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive
leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. '> Then he waited another
seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him anymore.

" In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters
were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and
behold, the face of the ground was dry. '* In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of
the month, the earth had dried out. "> Then God said to Noah, '® “Go out from the ark, you and
your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. '” Bring out with you every living
thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” '* So
Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. '° Every beast, every
creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by families from
the ark.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Father, we pray for your holy, catholic, and apostolic Church,
That we all may be one.

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Grant that every member of the church may joyfully and humbly serve you,
That your Name would be honored by all people.

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all who lead and guide your church,
That they may be faithful and diligent servants of you.

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world,
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake,
That we may know the joy of living for you.

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Have compassion on those who suffer from grief or trouble,
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Let us join together in praying as Jesus taught us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



‘Twas In The Moon Of Wintertime
Text: Jean de Brfebeuf, 1593-1649 | Music: French folk tune, 16" century
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O Savior, Rend The Heavens Wide
Text: German Spiritual Song, Koln, 1623 | Music: Gesangbuch, Augsburg, 1666
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light We grope in gloom and dark of night.

Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
Oh, come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.

There shall we all our praises bring
Ever to you, our Savior King;
There shall we laud you and adore
Forever and forever more.



NEW TESTAMENT READING

Romans 9: 68

% But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from
Israel belong to Israel, ' and not all are children of Abraham because they are his
offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” ® This means that it is not
the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise
are counted as offspring.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

Rev.Nathan Lewis
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CONFESSION OF FAITH
The Heidelberg Catechism, Question 60
How are you right with God?

Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience accuses me of having grievously
sinned against all God’s commandments and of never having kept any of them, and even
though I am still inclined toward all evil, nevertheless, without my deserving it at all, out of
sheer grace, God grants and credits to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness
of Christ, as if I had never sinned or been a sinner, as if I had been as perfectly obedient as
Christ was obedient for me. All I need to do is to accept this gift with a believing heart. Amen.



THE LOoRD@ TABLE

Invitation

Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper, is the family meal of Christians. We invite all committed
followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation
that proclaims the Gospel, who are at peace with God and with their brothers and sisters in Christ, and
who seek strength to live more faithfully for their Lord and Savior.

In 1 Corinthians 11:26-29, Paul says, “As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine
himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.” In Matthew 5:23-24, Jesus says, “If you are
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your
gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.”
If, upon self-examination, you find yourself unable to come to the Table because of unrepentant sin or
enmity with your brother or sister in the church, please do not delay in seeking reconciliation through
repentance and faith. Rather than coming to the Table, we encourage you to spend this time guided by
the prayers provided on the back cover of this bulletin. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church.

Sursum Corda

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
1t is fitting and right to do so.

Words of Institution
[See 1 Corinthians 11:23-26]

The Giving of the Bread and Cup

As you are ready, please come forward to receive the bread and the cup. The smaller chalice contains
non-alcoholic grape juice for those who do not wish to drink wine. We partake in the Supper by
intinction—that is, we dip the bread into the cup. Children who have not yet professed their faith in
Christ nor been admitted to the Table are encouraged to come forward for prayer.



On This Day, Earth Shall Ring
Text and Music: Pie Cantiones, 1582
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God’s bright star o’er his head, wise men three to him led;

Kneel they low to his bed, lay their gifts
Praise him and adore him.

before him,

On this day angles sing; with their song earth shall ring,
Praising Christ, Heaven’s king, born on earth to save us;

Peace and love he gave us.



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing(Trinity Hymnal p. 203)
Text: Charles Wesley | Music: Felix Mendelssohn
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"Glo - ry to the new - born King."

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord;
Late in time, behold Him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings.

Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die.

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

BENEDICTION



SILENT PRAYERS DURING COMMUNION
Prayer for Children

Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your
family, the church. Help me more and more to know
you, to love you, and to follow you as your disciple.
Amen

Prayer for Those Taking Communion

Lord Jesus, your perfect life, death, resurrection, and
ascension are the source of all blessing in this life and
the life to come. As I eat this bread and drink this cup,
renew me in the joy and glory of knowing and serving
you. I come to this table on the basis of your merit
only and not my own. As you have completely and
fully offered yourself for me, I now completely and
fully offer myself to you as a living sacrifice. Amen.

Prayer for Those Questioning

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the
life. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach
me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant
that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you
as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and
that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful
than I ever before believed, but, through you, I am
more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment
on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life.
Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I
turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord.
Amen. (If you are praying this prayer for the first time,
please let a Christian friend or the pastor know.)

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in
baptism and in a life of committed discipleship in your
church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be
one with your people, and live in the fullness of your
Spirit. Grant also that I may see in you the fulfillment
of all my need, and may turn from every false
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread.
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me,
looking to you, the author and finisher of my faith.
Amen.

PRAYER REQUESTS, QUESTIONS, COMMENTS E

! Please keep this confidential (Elders only).

! Please share this with the Prayer Ministry.



CONTACT CARD

Please take a moment to fill out this card, tear it off
and drop it into the offering during the service to let us
know you were here. You can also use the other side
for prayer requests, questions, or comments.

Name(s)

Child(ren)

Email (our primary means of communication)

Phone Home? Work? Cell?

Street Address

City / State / Zip

! I am a visitor.

! I would like to know more about what it means to
be a Christian.

! I would like more information about Ascension,
and/or to meet with a pastor.

! Please add me to the Ascension email list (you
can easily unsubscribe).

! Please add/update my information in the
Ascension Directory (a public document).

STAFF

Nathan Lewis, Senior Minister
nathan@evergreenpca.com

Eric Costa, Assistant Minister
rev.eric.costa@ascensionpc.org

Kristen Haferbecker, Music Director
kristen@ascensionpc.org

Frank LeClerg, Administrator
frank@evergreenpca.com

ELDERS

Dann Golden-Collum
Rev. David Hopkins
Michael Kane
Peter Maclver
Charlie Meeker

DEACONS

Mark Abraira
Guy Hamilton
David Kerr
Larry Lake
David McGuire

Visit ascensionpc.org formore information.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, Copyright © 2001
by Crossway Books. All rights reserved. Printed songs are
used by permission under CCLI license #1297641.



